[A case of hemangioblastoma with subarachnoid dissemination].
A case is reported in which a diffuse subarachnoid dissemination occurred after successful removal of a posterior fossa hemangioblastoma. The patient was a 51-year-old man who suffered from headache and gait disturbance, and who was admitted to our hospital on September 25, 1985. Neurological examination revealed trunkal ataxia and increased intracranial pressure. A CT scan with contrast media revealed a high-density lesion with surrounding low-density area in the posterior fossa. Right vertebral angiography demonstrated a round tumor stain behind the medulla oblongata, which was fed by the right posterior inferior cerebellar artery. The complete resection of the tumor was carried out. A biopsy specimen from the tumor showed a picture characteristic of hemangioblastoma. Fourteen months later the patient was readmitted due to the sudden onset of disturbance of consciousness. A CT scan revealed a large intracerebral hematoma in the right putaminal region. Right carotid angiography demonstrated two small tumor stains in the right temporal lobe. An emergency operation to extirpate the hematoma was performed. But the disturbance of consciousness did not improve, and the patient died. At necropsy a lot of small round tumors were recognized at the surface of the bilateral cerebral and cerebellar cortex. They were present in the subarachnoid space and partially invaded the cerebral and cerebellar parenchyma, extending through Virchow-Robin's space. There was no recurrence of the tumor at the site of the original operation. No doubt, a subarachnoid dissemination had occurred. However the histological findings of tumors were similar to the findings recorded in the first biopsy.